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Governor Cifra, Silver Presidents and District Officers to be installed today 
 

The installation of Jose Francisco “Jess” Cifra as Governor of RI District 3780 for RY 

2011-2012 shall be presided over by today’s guest of honor, Past Rotary International 

President Bhichai Rattakul.  
 

In addition to having been president of 

Rotary International in 2002-03, Dr. 

Bhichai Rattakul is an eminent states-

man of Thailand. A Member of Parliament 

for nine terms since 1969 and Leader of 

the Democrat Party, he has served his 

country as Foreign Minister, Deputy Prime 

Minister, Speaker of the House of Repre-

sentatives and President of the Parlia-

ment. He has also led many Thai delega-

tions to the United Nations. 
 

He has been decorated with Special Class Honor from the King of Thailand and honors 

from the Emperor of Japan, Presidents of the Philippines, Korea, Austria, and Nicara-

gua. He was also awarded the highest International Olympic Award and the Asian Olym-

pic Award by the International Olympics Committee. 
 

PRIP Dr. Bhichai Rattakul will deliver his message after the inaugural address of Gover-

nor Jose Francisco “Jess” Cifra and the installation of the Silver Presidents and the Sil-

ver District Officers. 
 

The installation ceremonies shall be followed by the commemoration of the District’s 

silver year anniversary, and then by a world-class entertainment and 

fellowship program arranged by host club RC New Manila Heights. 

 

 

http://www.rotaryfirst100.org/history/history/un/2002speech.htm
http://www.rotaryfirst100.org/history/history/un/2002speech.htm
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Starting the Year Right 
District Governor Jose Francisco “Jess” Cifra, RY 2011-2012 

 

A wise man once said that if we want our journey to be wonderful and reach 

our destination safely and with great success, we must start right. And that 

means we have to be prepared for the trip and committed to do what we 

have planned to achieve.  
 

So it is with our year. We want our year’s journey of service to be fruitful and 

rewarding. We want to scale the heights of new adventures. We want to reach our year’s end vic-

torious. So, we must start right. 
 

We have taken many steps to prepare ourselves for our year. I have immersed myself in training 

both here and at the International Assembly. For your part, you have gone through all the RI 

mandated training meetings and then some. Looking through it all, we seem prepared for our 

year. But I believe there is still one more thing we need to do: to put the meaning of our year’s 

theme in our hearts and minds and let its spirit work, in our daily lives as Rotarians. Then and 

only then will we be able to fully implement the thrusts and realize the goals that Rotary Interna-

tional has set for our year. 
 

“Reach Within to Embrace Humanity” is our year’s theme – the core message that should in-

spire us to accomplish two things: to realize our individual and collective strengths or potentials 

and to use these strengths or potentials fully to serve humanity.  
 

Nobody is perfect, so they say. Everyone has strengths and weaknesses. But to become 

stronger, we must accept change and make the necessary inner change to be able to convert 

weaknesses into strengths. We must set this example for others to follow. We find this thought 

clearly stated in the words of Mohandas Gandhi, “Be the change you want to see in the world.” 
 

To gather more strength, we must muster all the forces within our reach. We must start with our 

families and our partners in service. We must build strategic partnerships to gather more re-

sources to wage war against poverty, hunger, illiteracy, disease, crime, drug abuse, degradation 

of the environment, and all the other ills that beset humanity.  
 

To embrace humanity, we must be one with the rest of the world. For whoever we are, wherever 

we are, wherever we live, or whatever we believe in, we share the same concerns, the same 

dreams as citizens of the world. We all desire for happy and contented lives, for peace, and for a 

future that is bright and secure. We must be one with the world. And to achieve that, we must 

work for friendship and peace. 
 

Let us reach within ourselves and embrace the world through service and friendship. Let us do 

the best we can with what we have, where we are. That is where we can start 

and truly start right.        
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Preparing for the Future 
By DS Jesse Tanchanco, Jr. 

 

The start of every Rotary year brings much excitement and anticipation among the Ro-
tarians in every district and in every corner of the world where our presence is felt. As 
far our District 3780 is concerned, our DGE Jess Cifra and the rest of his District core 
group have left no stones unturned in terms of delivering more than adequate training 
for the PE’s. This included the first ever President Nominee Training Seminar (June 
2010) followed by 7 Pre-PETS (alternately held at the UP-Ayala Hub, Seameo Innotech and at the 
Ateneo De Manila University) where various relevant topics outside of the prescribed PETS subjects 
were taken up. A most meaningful PETS was held in February, 2011 at the Summit Ridge in Tagaytay 
hosted by RC Timog. Four Post-PETS ensued to further prepare the PE’s and these include a lecture 
and forum on the proper conduct of district elections which in the past have become a most contentious 
issue especially for the club presidents. 

 

The District Team Training Seminar was conducted in early March in Antipolo City (Hosted by RC Bata-
san Hills) followed by a record breaking District Assembly (with more than 800 in attendance) in May 
held at the Valle Verde Country club in Pasig and hosted by RC Commonwealth. 

 

Of course that’s not the end of it, we just had the combined Membership Development / Public Image 
seminar with an overflowing attendance of more than 300 Rotarians and ably hosted by RC Murphy and 
RC Cubao EDSA at the new GT Toyota Asian Center in UP Diliman. Not to be outdone was the Secre-
tary Elect Training Seminar held at the Rotary Center complete with actual hands-on computer aided 
training which was organized by RC Diliman Heights.  

 

Don’t forget, this early, we have been able to choose a GSE team bound for District 5000 Hawaii. All 
these even prior to the official assumption of DGE Jess as District Governor. 

 

Other forthcoming events include the “Training the Club Trainers Seminar in July and the RI mandated 
Rotary Foundation seminar in August. 

 

In the midst of all these activities, we are also in the thick of preparations for the much awaited and an-
ticipated District Induction on July 3, 2011. We expect it to be like no other in the past given the type of 
program, quality of guest of honor (none other than the highly charismatic PRIP Bhichai Rattakul) and 
entertainment being lined up for the occasion by host club RC New Manila Heights. 

 

Truly. Still so much to look forward to. 

 

This early, we are starting to get swamped with various requests from clubs, district officers and Rotari-
ans. There are still many concerns and issues that need to be attended to. In this light, we have deemed 
it necessary to implement a more systematic means of supervision and monitoring of clubs in order to 
insure a faster and effective response from the district leadership to the clubs. Thus, the District 3780 
Sub-Districting scheme. There are still many and greater challenges which lie ahead of us but we will 
not allow these to slow us down because as Joshua J. Marine once said:  

 

“Challenges are what make life interesting; overcoming them is what makes life meaningful.” 
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DTTS 2011  USHERS IN A GREAT YEAR FOR GOV JESS !!! 
By GP Becca dela Cruz, RC Batasan Hills 

 

March 5, 2011 marked the official unveiling of the new theme for the Rotary Year 2011-12, Reach 

Within to Embrace Humanity, and the holding of the District Team Training Seminar (DTTS), the first 

major district event during the term of Governor Jose Francisco “Jess” Cifra. 
 

The DTTS held this year was for both the incom-

ing officers of the District and the Assistant Gov-

ernors and Assistant Governor Representatives 

who will serve during Rotary Year 2011-12.  
 

This year’s DTTS turned out to be one of the best 

attended DTTS, with about 150 participants. It 

was hosted by one of the best and multi-awarded 

clubs, the Rotary Club of Batasan Hills, at the 

Meralco Management Learning Development 

Center (MMLDC) with PP Renato Trinidad as 

Chair of the event. 
 

The DTTS featured prominent speakers led by Gov Jess Cifra who presented the  RI Theme and the 

RI  and District Thrusts for this Rotary year.  Past District Governors (PDGs) from other districts in-

cluding PDG  Jaypee Cadaing of District 3790, Butch Francisco of District 3830, Mickey Ortigas of 

District 3800, and Tony Quila of District 3830 shared their knowledge and experience and passion-

ately discussed their respective topics to ensure effective learning by the incoming leaders of the 

district. 
 

In the afternoon, there were separate breakout sessions for the district officers and the AGs/AGRs. 

The breakout sessions focused on the more detailed roles and responsibilities of the incoming dis-

trict officers and AGs/AGRs in line with the RI and District theme and thrusts for the Rotary year. 
 

The other speakers were PDG Danny Fausto, DGN Penny Policarpio, DGND Francis Rivera, DSD 

Jesse Tanchanco, COSD Joe Baradi, LGD Butch Javier, and PP Paeng Arcega.  
 

Overall, the DTTS was a great success. It was led by the  District Team Training Group of the ever 

untiring PDG Dan Espinosa and the very elegant lady PDG Dulce dB. Coyukiat. 
 

There is something unique about this DTTS in that for the first time, the DTTS was a product of the 

efforts of not just the host club but also by the co-host clubs who assisted in drumbeating for atten-

dance and in the conduct of the entire program flow of the seminar. The success of the event  can 

be attributed to the joint team effort led by  the host club, RC Batasan Hills (GP Becca dela Cruz)  

and the co-host clubs namely,  RC Ayala Heights (GP Bobby Sumulong), RC Biak na Bato (GP Alford 

Alvarez), RC Camp Aguinaldo (GP Adel Corpuz), RC Commonwealth (GP Eric Santos), RC Cubao East 

(GP Pol Mayuga),  RC Diliman Heights (GP Mayumi Mabini), RC Midtown Cubao (GP Sally Cu), RC 

New Manila East (GP Bong Cruz), RC New Manila Heights (GP Baby Allado), RC QC Circle (GP Cristy 

Dagdag), RC Pag asa (GP Joe Montenegro), and RC SFDM (GP John Simon).  
  

With learning obtained from the notable resource persons and from each other during this seminar, 

the incoming district officers and the AGs/AGRs are now well positioned to effectively work with Gov 

Jess Cifra and the Silver Presidents as they together Reach Within to Embrace Humanity. 
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MAN IN THE MIRROR: Service Thru Introspection 
By PP Robert Theodore S. Romero, RC Commonwealth “The Golden Club” 

 

The 2011 Annual District Assembly (DISTAS) held last May 14th at the Valle Verde Country Club, Pasig 

City was graced by a record number of 806 attendees, by far the biggest in history of the District. It 

reminded us officers, past, present or elect, that our commitment to change the world starts with unity 

at our own home. SERVICE was emphasized in big bold capital letters through the convergence of high

-calibre past district governors from D3780, D3810 and D3830 led by PDG / Secretary Sonny Co-

loma of D3830. They offered their time and resources as guest lecturers and workshop facilitators. 

The keynote speaker was Fr. Rocky Evangelista of the internationally well known "Tuloy Foundation, 

Inc." and his advocacy on helping the street-children of Metro Manila. 

 

The implementation of a computerized registration system made the flow participants easier and gave 

them more time to participate in all the activities. 

 

From event planning to activity implementation, the 2011 DISTAS was built on the themes of team-

work, selflessness and most importantly, service above self. For the first time, co-hosts clubs were not 

obliged to financially contribute but rather to pool their ideas, time and efforts together an activity well

-loved not only by the participants but by the Rotary spouses themselves who turned up en masse for 

the event. From the convention kits to the actual presentations, each was received with excitement 

and kudos. 

 

The 2011 DISTAS was a reminder of teamwork, selflessness and most importantly – if you want  to 

make the world a better place, take a look at yourself and make that change. 

Keynote Speaker Fr. Rocky Evangelista 



 6 

  

Combined Membership Development and Public Image Seminar 
Hosted by RC Murphy and RC Cubao EDSA, June 4, 2011 

 

The event started early with a flag-raising ceremony and video-shoot, participated in not only by 

seminar attendees but also by EarlyAct children and the PNP band. 
 

The joint plenary session in the morning featured very informative presentations: Rotario: Noon, 

Ngayon at Bukas (Rotary: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow) by Regional Rotary Foundation Coordina-

tor Melito “Bimbo” Salazar; RI Strategic Plan and the Rotary Coordinator Program by Regional Ro-

tary Coordinator Dave Villanueva; and District Issues & Challenges by Incoming Regional Rotary 

Foundation Coordinator Bobby Viray. PDG Bobby Viray discussed the key challenges facing the Dis-

trict and the individual clubs concerned. Those issues of concern include: 1) many clubs below char-

ter strength; 2) non-functioning clubs; 3) quality and impact of projects; 4) declining/erratic mem-

bership figure; 5) terminations and suspensions; 6) low attendance in training programs; 7) paradox 

of developing leaders beyond club level; 8) stewardship of funds; 9) clubs solicitation from other 

clubs or Rotarians, perceived candidates; 10) election challenges; and 11) poor appreciation of true 

fellowship. 
 

In the afternoon, the 300 attendees split into two break-out sessions. The session on Membership 

had PDG Danny Fausto lead a discussion of Action Plan for Membership, Membership Growth and 

Active Recruiting. Then, DG Jess Cifra outlined District Policies and Guidelines for 2011-12. 
 

In the concurrent session on Public Image, Lynne Abanilla, RI Public Image Area Coordinator, South 

Pacific, spoke on Building a Powerful Image by Telling Your Rotary Story. GP Marilen Lagniton of RC 

Cubao EDSA enriched the session further by presenting Public Image Best Practices. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGFWCvtKUPQ
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WHAT CAN ROTARY DO? 
M.A.T. Caparas - President, Rotary International 1986-87 

“Rotary Brings Hope” 
 

Several weeks ago, a house in an upscale part of town in Calamba was robbed, and a 
loyal and valiant watchman who tried to prevent it was killed for his effort. It was an inci-
dent that, unfortunately, is no longer uncommon and might have escaped the notice of 
many. But it was newsworthy to all the Rotary friends of the homeowner, PDG Kit Re-
ventar, who wrote them of it and asked in anguish, ñWhat can Rotary do?ò 
 

Actually, Rotarians immediately did quite a bit by quickly sending Kit their sympathy and 
trying to restore her calm and peace of mind. Tragedy is never more tragic than when it 
happens to ourselves, but the pain from the injury it leaves is assuaged and lessened 
by the love of friends who share in bearing it. Short therefore of assuring the safety of 
the person, such help was perhaps the most important thing her friends could do right 
then in the kind of crisis Kit was in. For one can lose all worldly possessions and still 
remain content and undisturbed if left with a healthy body, a sound mind, and confident 
faith in the care of a loving God. The support of friends bolsters that faith. 
 

We are all thankful that no greater physical harm befell Kit and her family. I hope that she will in time regain the se-
renity to accept this misfortune as one of the vagaries of life that we need to accept with grace should it come, but 
which we should fight when we can. Some Rotarians in fact suggested several good ways to avoid its recurrence, 
and it seems some of those are being adopted with the cooperation of the authorities. We pray that they all bear 
good fruit. Implicit in every suggestion, however, was the admission that it would but alleviate a very, very bad situa-
tion ï a national problem with touchstones like massive poverty, hunger, cronyism, and corruption. 
 

It will take generations to effect that cultural change. Fortunately, many Rotary activities, even those not expressly 
designed for that purpose, will help bring about such change. But those activities must be increased a thousand-fold 
and more, and should focus on immediately improving the health and education of our children, who will embody 
the Philippines when our generation is gone. Our values in Rotary are salutary to a healthy and progressive nation. 
Let us pass them as best we can to the generation coming after us. 
 

To that end, I suggest that all Rotary clubs in the country adopt a continuing Rotary program I call CHILDRENôS 
PARTY! 
 

To start it, I suggest that every club hold on Friday, July 1, 2011, a CHILDRENôS PARTY in a school in its territory 
(or elsewhere that it may deem suitable) instead of or in addition to its induction of new officers. The members of the 
club are to attend the party, which may be treated as an ordinary meeting at which the club may hold an abbrevi-
ated meeting that will not interfere with the merriment of the children.  
 

The celebration of a CHILDRENôS PARTY on the same day by all clubs in all the ten districts will be a dramatic sig-
nal to the country and its leaders of the desire of Rotary for cultural change. But, in any case, I suggest that all clubs 
continue the program through-out the year with the practice that would encourage every member who desires to 
celebrate his birthday, to host, instead of or in addition to his private party, a mini-CHILDRENôS PARTY for the chil-
dren in a school of his or her choice. The party need not be expensive, for it takes little to please children, particu-
larly the poor ones.  
   

It is my hope that we will persevere with this program for at least the next five years, when it will become a settled 
Rotary tradition. I hope other organizations will copy it to hasten the cultural change. I also will not mind if Rotary 
then gets to be known as the CHILDRENôS PARTY CLUB instead of just a bunch of old people who go to lunch. 
And if the idea appeals to others and is copied elsewhere like People Power, then let us call it CHILDRENôS 
POWER. 

Editorõs Note: Portions of PRIP M. A. T. Caparas’ article have been abridged due to space limitation. Please email the editor at 

ric.salvador2011@yahoo.com for a copy of the unabridged document. 
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 Gallery of past RI presidents is here 

 

 

Click the photo above to explore the new Gallery of Past 
Presidents to find quotes and photos of Rotary's presidents 

since 1910, along with RI themes since 1949. 
 

The presidents of Rotary International are elected for one-
year terms and must have served as a club president, district 
governor, and member of the RI Board of Directors. In addi-
tion to leadership experience, RI presidents bring a commit-
ment to Service Above Self as well as the culture and pride of 

their home club and region. 

PRIP M. A. T. Caparas served in 1986-87 and PRIP Rattakul 

in 2002-03.   
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Rotary Links 

Rotary International 

District 3780 Website 

This is Rotary  RI video 

Rotary Programs for Youth & Young Adults 

Latest News Update from RI 

The GOVERNOR’S MONTHLY LETTER Silver Edi-

tion is available in both printed form and in digi-

tal format. To obtain the digital file simply send 

your name and email address to Ric Salvador at  

ric.salvador2011@yahoo.com. 

    EVENT    DATE  VENUE 

 

DG Jess Cifra    July 1, 2011 Valley Golf 

Golf Tournament   

Host Clubs: RC Metro West Triangle 

         RC Tandang Sora 

Chairs: PP Willy òWiilyó Manahan 

              PP Jake òJakeó Ayson 

 

District       July 1, 2011 Various Public  

Childrenõs Party  Elementary Schools 

    & communities  

 

District Induction  July 3, 2011 Sofitel Hotel 

    Roxas Boulevard 

Host Club: RC New Manila Heights 

Chair: Daniel òBooneó Ongchoco 

 

Trainers Training    July 16, 2011 Occupational Safety 

Host Club: RC Valencia  and Health Center 

 

PEsõ Monthly      July 30, 2011 Rotary Center 

Meeting 

(Post-PETS 5) 
 

AGs & AGRs  

Monthly Meeting   

District Events in July 2011 

http://www.rotary.org/en/AboutUs/History/galleryofpastpresidents/Pages/TimelineofPresidents.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.district3780.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vVyG0TJBWM&feature=channel
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gcms3nzXFig&feature=relmfu
http://www.rotary.org/EN/MEDIAANDNEWS/NEWS/ARCHIVEBYDATE/Pages/ridefault.aspx

